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The Dark Shadow

In a peaceful meadow of a small village, a young dragon named Alley spends her
days flying through the sky and playing among the wildflowers. She loves feeling the
warm sunshine on her scales as she soared above the grass.

One day, Alley went outside to play and as she flew over the meadow, she noticed
something strange. A dark shadow was slowly creeping across the village,
swallowing the sunlight wherever it touched. The grass beneath it looked dull and
lifeless.

Alarmed, Alley looked up into the sky. Thick darkness seemed to be spreading
across the horizon, and it continued to get worse. Fear rushed through her as she
flew as fast as she could back to her house.

Once inside, Alley sat quietly and thought carefully about what she had just seen.
She dashed to her bookshelf, which was filled with dusty books passed down
through generations of dragons. She quickly pulled out book after book, reading
every page hoping she could find something about shadows, magic, and forgotten
legends. She kept reading until a page caught her eye.

The book claimed that a dragon known as The Shadow Queen had stolen a powerful
necklace from an ancient guardian protector because it could destroy sunlight
forever. She had taken the necklace because the light almost erased all of her
powers.

Without wasting a moment, she called her two best friends, Ruby and Lola.

When they arrived, they all gathered around the kitchen table.

“Have you seen the dark shadow spreading?” Lola asked nervously as she sat
beside Ruby.

“‘Everyone has seen it!” said Ruby.

“It is very petrifying,” Alley interrupted as she opened her book and showed them
what she had discovered.

“The Shadow Queen, a dragon from a neighbouring village is stealing the world's
light by using a necklace,” she explained. “Without sunlight, plants won't grow, there
will be no food, and eventually all living creatures will suffer. Our world will become
dark forever. She must be stopped. | have located her hideout using one of the maps
in one of the books.”

“Is that why you called us? You are going to try and stop the Shadow Queen?” asked
Ruby.

Alley nodded her head. “According to this book, all we need to do is retrieve the
necklace back and use its powers to restore the light back on our land.” she
explained.

“Lola and I will go with you, Alley, we aren’t going to let you go alone. We will stop
her together.”

“We will need a plan though,” she said, “Since we could only use our camouflage
powers twice a day, and we can'’t fly to risk being spotted by the Shadow Queen or
her guards, we need to be very careful.”

The dragons began packing the supplies they needed for their journey.



The next morning, the three dragons set off on their adventure. Using the map Alley
had found in the ancient book, they followed the route that led to the Shadow
Queen's hidden cave.

Their journey was long and difficult. They climbed steep mountains covered in sharp
rocks and struggled through a snowstorm that nearly blew them off course. After
crossing a rushing river, they pushed their way through a dense jungle filled with
tangled vines and strange noises.

After several days of travel, they finally reached their destination and a huge cave
stood before them, hidden among dark cliffs.

Alley decided she will enter first and will signal her friends when she’s ready. She
bravely entered the dark cave. Deep inside the cave, she found the Shadow Queen
sitting on a black stone throne. Her glowing eyes stared down at the young dragon.
The Shadow Queen growled and slowly rose from her seat and asked quickly, “Who
are you? What do you want?”

‘I am Alley, and | know you caused the shadows on our land! | am here to take the
necklace that you stole so that we could have light back.”

“You will never have it!” the Shadow Queen said. “You will have to battle my guards
first!”

Ruby and a frightened Lola stood nearby, waiting for Alley to signal them.

The Shadow Queen shouted, “Guards attack!”

Suddenly, dozens of the Shadow Queen’s guards rushed forward.

Alley blew her whistle quickly, signalling Lola and Ruby to rush in. They witnessed
the Queen’s guards attacking Alley, and they joined in to help her.

The dragons fought bravely. Alley used her powerful tail to knock the guards aside,
while Ruby blasted bursts of fire. Lola tried her best to help, but in a moment of fear
she became surrounded by the Queen’s guards.

“Help!” Lola screamed.

Ruby heard her poor friend cry for help and darted towards her, but she was too late.
The guards dragged Lola away and locked her inside the Shadow Queen's dungeon.
Realising they were outnumbered, Alley and Ruby used their camouflage power and
escaped to safety. They needed a new plan to save Lola from the Shadow Queen
and steal the necklace.

That evening as they sat thinking in their secret hideout, an idea came to Ruby.
“We could sneak into the dungeons and rescue Lola without being seen. We shall
free Lola from the dungeon that way.”

Alley's eyes lit up. “That's a brilliant idea, Ruby. | hope Lola is managing fine. | am
worried for her! But now let us eat, rest and heal.”

The next day, once the guards have left the entrance, Alley and Ruby, who was
already camouflaged before, looked for Lola.

Carefully sneaking through the hallways, they searched every dungeon cell.

“She is here!” Alley whispered as she finally spotted Lola.

The two dragons became visible so Lola could see her friends.

Ruby spotted a key hanging nearby. She quickly grabbed it, unlocked the prison
door, and freed Lola.

“Camouflage!” she whispered to Lola.

“Our job isn't finished yet; we still need to steal the necklace.” Alley said to her
friends.



The dragons looked for the Shadow Queen. This time they moved quietly through
the hallways.

They noticed many strange objects scattered around the room. The Shadow Queen
was busy talking to one of her guards.

Something shiny caught Alley’s eyes. This is it. It was the magical necklace from the
ancient book, and it was lying on the table next to the Queen.

Ruby quickly came up with a distraction. She rolled a small marble across the floor,
and it bounced against a wall with a loud clack.

“What was that?” the Shadow Queen growled as she turned away.

That was all the opportunity Alley needed. She quickly grabbed the necklace and ran
back to her friends.

By the time the Shadow Queen noticed the missing necklace, Alley and her friends
had made it out of the cave. The friends decided to rush back to Alley’s house safely.
Once home, they carefully examined the necklace.

It hung from a beautiful silver chain and carried a shining purple star on its pendant.
Alley opened the ancient book once more and searched for the final instructions.
There, written in an almost faded ink, was a magical chant:

Necklace, necklace, powerful as can be,
Make this dark world bright again for you and me.

Alley placed the necklace around her neck and spoke the words aloud.

The purple star began to glow.

Suddenly, brilliant beams of light burst from the necklace and spread across the
land. The darkness started to disappear. Sunshine poured through the clouds,
flowers bloomed, and trees became green once more. The dragon friends watched
in awe.

All around the village, dragons rushed outside to watch the miracle. Cheers filled the
air.

Alley, Ruby, and Lola smiled proudly as they watched the sunlight return.

The Shadow Queen's dark magic had finally been defeated.

“We did it!” Lola shouted. “We saved the world.”

As Alley looked around, she saw a familiar face.

“Alley! Ruby! Lola!” It was Alley’s mum. Behind her was her dad and Lola and Ruby’s
parents too.

“You are safe! We were so worried about you!” they said. “We have brought the
elders along.”

The elder dragon, Elder Goanna looked at Alley and her friends proudly. “You have
risked your lives and saved our village from darkness. This is a huge
accomplishment. We are thankful for your bravery and loyalty.”

The young dragon friends smiled and said, “It's our honour and duty to make sure
our village is safe and peaceful.”

Alley turned and looked at her friends and said, “Thank you my dearest Ruby and
Lola for always being on my side, no matter how adventurous it gets.” The friends
smiled and hugged each other. They waved goodbye and went home with their
families.



As the sun set that evening back at Alley’s house, Alley felt proud, happy and
relieved. She sat at her desk, opened her diary, and wrote down every detail of her
encounter with the Shadow Queen.

She couldn’t wait for the next adventure with her friends.

The End



